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 Hello KDRMA Members ð  

First off I would like to say a big thank you to everyone who participated in the 
Passport to Adventure Program!  I hope you all had a good experience with the 
program again this year.  We have heard positive feedback from many of you on the 
new joint gift program that we piloted this year, and because of this we are looking 
into doing this again next year.  We also appreciate and welcome any ideas on how 
to improve this program each year.  Each year we do try to improve on the year 
before and as a result the program seems to run more and more efficiently each 
year.  I have headed up the program for the past three years and will be handing it 
off for next year, so if you are interested in getting more involved in KDRMA I 

encourage you to contact me about taking over the Passport to Adventure Program.  

The only way for KDRMA to remain productive and beneficial for the museums in our 
communities is by having participation from members.  Please consider getting 
involved by volunteering for a Board of Directors position, or committee position like 

Passport Chairman. 

There is another program, similar to our Passport to Adventure Program, which I 
would like to draw your attention to.  The Macyõs Museum Adventure Pass Program is 
new to the Chicago area this year, and I am happy to tell you several KDRMA Member 
Institutions are participating.  The Museum Adventure Pass program partners 
Museums, Arboretum, Zoos, Botanic Gardens and Libraries throughout Chicago and 
the Suburbs.  There are over 150 libraries and 17 sites participating.  Library patrons 
can go to their local library and with their library card they can check out passes to 
these wonderful cultural sites.  This program kicked off September 1; itõs already off 
to a great start with thousands of passes being issued and redeemed in just the first 

month.  

This program has already had great success in Detroit and Minneapolis/St. Paul.  Be 
on the lookout for the opportunity to join this program next year.  It is a great way 
to get the word out about your museum, and it is free to join the program!  For more 
information please visit the Museum Adventure Pass website at 

www.museumadventure.org   

Finally, donõt forget that KDRMA Board of Directors elections will take place at our 

November meeting; I hope to see you all there!  

 

Natalie Gacek  

Newsletter of the Kane-DuPage Regional Museum Association 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

http://www.museumadventure.org/


Meeting at Wheaton Center for History, Nov. 19 at 9:00 AM  
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Membership Meetings 

All membership meetings will be held on the third Thursday of the month at 
9:00 a.m. unless extenuating circumstances arise. Please mark your        
calendars! Anyone interested in becoming a member is invited to attend a 
meeting. If you would like to present or speak on upcoming topics or you 
would like to recommend topics for future meetings, please contact the 
president. 

Next Regular meeting:  February 18, 2010. Location TBD. 

Web Site   

Log onto our website at www.kdrma.org for information on our member 
institutions and newsletters.  If you have website questions or corrections, 
please contact Sandy at sbrubaker@grauemill.org.   

Board Meetings 

Meetings are generally held at 9:00 a.m.  on the 2nd Thursday of the month of 
each quarter with the exception of the third quarter.  The next board meeting 
will be in January 2010.  Please contact the President for details. 

Newsletter 

Information is due to the newsletter editor the day after the board meeting.  
Newsletters will be mailed at the beginning of the month of the membership 
meeting. Send your newsletter info to       akrampits@wpd4fun.org  

Email 

An e-mail reminder will go out the first day of the month of the membership 
meeting. 

Topic: 

Illinois Cultural 

Data Project 

This is a new powerful 
online management tool 
designed to strengthen 
arts and cultural 
organizations.  Arts and 
cultural organizations 
enter financial, 
programmatic and 
operational data into a 
standardized online 
form and can then use 
the CDP to produce a 
variety of reports 
designed to help 
increase management 
capacity, identify 
strengths and 
challenges and inform 
decision-making. They 
can also 
generate reports to 
be included as part 
of the application 
processes to 
participating 
grantmakers. (Illinois 
Arts Council, Arts 
Alliance Illinois, etc.) 

The meeting will be held in the new Wheaton Center for History building at            
315 W Front Street, Wheaton, IL.  For directions or more info, contact 630 -871 -6601 
or visit www.wheaton.lib.il.us/whc.  There is street parking if you can find it or a 
parking garage a block east of the Museum.  The Museum is located directly above 
Gino's East Pizzeria.  

We will have our annual meeting at 9:00 am, where it is critical that you attend as 
we will be voting for new officers.  

The program will begin at 10:00 and will highlight the Illinois Cultural Data Project.  
This exciting project will shape the future of grants data management across the 
country, and we would like to make sure our members have the opportunity to learn 

about it as several funders will require you to enter your data through this system.  

http://www.kdrma.org/


Member Spotlight  

KDRMA Officers  
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President & Passport Chair 

Natalie Gacek,  St. Charles Heritage Center     630-584-6967  info@stcmuseum.org 

Treasurer 

Keith McClow,  Kline Creek Farm  630-876-5900    kmcclow@dupageforest.com 

Secretary  

Adrienne Rose , Winfield Historical Society   630-653-1489  arose819@aol.com 

Membership Services  

Kim Stull, DuPage Childrenôs Museum  630-637-6800x5000 kstull@dupagechildrensmuseum.org  

Promotions Chair 

Sandra Brubaker,  Graue Mill and Museum  630-920-9720 info@grauemill.org 

Newsletter Editor 

Alice Krampits, Gregg House Museum    630-969-8080 ext. 104 akrampits@wpd4fun.org 

Board Member  

Tami McQueen-Salentine    630-907-1219    tamimcqueen@yahoo.com 

Vice PresidentðPosition Open 

Board Member at LargeðPosition Open 

History is 

not history, 

unless it is 

the truth. 

Abraham 

Lincoln,  

1856 

William Tanner 

House 

The Aurora Historical Society operates both The William Tanner House and the 
David L. Pierce Art & History Center. The Tanner House Museum is located on the 
corner of Cedar Street and Oak Avenue and is an Italianate style home built in 1857 
decorated with late Victorian furnishings. It was the home to prominent merchant, 
William Tanner and his family. The family owned the home until 1936, when it was 
donated to the Aurora Historical Society. In 1976, the house was placed on the 
National Register of Historic Places. 

New Fall hours, Labor Day to November 15th - Saturdays, 1 to 4 pm. Regular 
Admission:  
Adults, $3.00 Students & Seniors, $1.50 Historical Society Members free 

The Aurora Art and History Center, located at 20 East Downer, has a rotating schedule 
of exhibits. It is currently closed. 

For more information, contact 630-906-0650 or visit www.aurorahistory.net/museums. 

mailto:info@stcmuseum.org
mailto:kmcclow@dupageforest.com
mailto:info@grauemill.org
mailto:akrampits@wpd4fun.org
mailto:tami_mcqueen@comcast.net


  

 

We need you! Elections will take place at the November 19th meeting.  

There are some board positions that have not been filled for quite some time, and 

some people would like to step down from their current positions.  Please consider 
being a representative on the board or a committee chair person. Current board 

members will be glad to answer any questions about the various duties of the board 
vacancies and will help you in the transition process should you choose to become a 
board member. This is a great way to become more involved with a minimal amount 
of time. Come learn more about KDRMA and help us improve and advance this 
organization for the future. Board Positions are as follows:  

 

President:   Natalie Gacek  

Vice President:  OPEN  

Treasurer:   OPEN   (Keith would like to step down)  

Secretary:   Adrienne Rose  

Passport Chairperson: OPEN  

Board Members at Large: OPEN (2 positions)  

Membership Services: Kim Stull  

Promotions Chair:  Sandra Brubaker  

Newsletter Editor:  Alice Krampits  

 

Election of KDRMA Officers for 2010  

Educators Roundtable ðWinter 2010 Meeting  
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Calling all educators and program supervisorsτ- please join us at the Educators Roundtable! 

The Educators Roundtable  meets three or four times each year to discuss current issues related 

to museum education.  This is a great way to exchange and share ideas, ask questions, discuss 

new trends, visit new facilities, and meet new colleagues.  You do not have to be an educator or 

museum program coordinator to attend; everyone is welcome!  

The next regular meeting will be held on February 3, 2010 at 10:00 am at St. Charles Heritage 
Center; 215 E. Main St, St. Charles.  630-584-6967 or www.stcmuseum.org  
Topic:  Social Networking (Twitter, Facebook, Flickr)  
* How do you use it?  *Successes & Failures  *Bring your Questions and concerns! 
 
If you would like to host an Educators Roundtable or have questions about the meetings, please 
contact Melissa Tyer, Museum Educator 630.260.8274,  First Division Museum 
mtyer@firstdivisionmuseum.org 

mailto:mtyer@firstdivisionmuseum.org


Employment Opportunity  
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Collections Assistant II, Anthropology Department  
The Field Museum  

Chicago  

4 Full Time Term Positions through December 31, 2010 (35 hours/week) 
 
Job Description  
Under the supervision of Anthropology Collections Management, the individuals in this position will handle, 
house, organize, inventory, and catalog archaeological objects within the Anthropology Department collections 
during their move to Central Anthropology Storage. 
Qualifications: 

Bachelor's degree in Anthropology, Museum Studies, or related field required 

Object handling experience required 

High frequency of strenuous activity - lifting heavy objects, moving carts, using box cutters and hot melt 

glue guns to construct artifact storage trays, etc 

Good manual skills, good communications skills, demonstrated remarkable organizational skills and 

attention to detail 

Ability to focus on tasks and willingness to follow directions and procedures required 

Must be able to work independently or in a team situation, Computer skills desirable 

The Field Museum accepts applications on-line.  To apply for this position, please complete the on-line 
application. No phone calls please. Application deadline November 10, 2009.  
http://www.bfound.net/detail.aspx?jobId=78989&CoId=45&rq=3 

Gregg House Museum Celebrates Holly Days  

NEWS & EVENTS  

1950ôs Christmas at Gregg House  

The 1950ôs: American Bandstand, Ozzie and Harriet, the Lone Ranger and Howdy 
Doody.  It was post war America and times were good.  Marilyn and James Dean made us 
swoon.  Poodle skirts and saddle shoes for the gals, and pompadour haircuts and blue 
jeans for the guys.  Every young boy wanted to find a Fanner 50 under that aluminum 
Christmas tree and every girl a Barbie Doll.  Mr. Potato Head was the first toy advertised 
on that tiny little television screen.  Visit the Gregg House Museum this Christmas and 
take a tour through a kinder, gentler decade. Kids can make a special craft, and there will 
be FREE hay wagon rides around the park. 

Friday, November 27  5:00-9:00PM 

Saturdays, December 5, 12, 19 5:00-8:00PM 

Visit www.wpd4fun.org for Holly Days Events List 

KDRMA to  

Go ñGreenò 

We would like to stop 

sending out hard 

copies of the 

newsletter and focus 

on communication by 

e-mail.  We realize not 

everyone has an         

e-mail address and we 

will need to mail some 

newsletters with the 

USPS, but in an effort 

to help the 

environment, please 

give us your e-mail 

address if you wish to 

receive the next 

newsletter! 

Thank you.  

http://www.bfound.net/detail.aspx?jobId=78989&CoId=45&rq=3


CHRISTMAS AT THE MILL 

 ñChristmas At The Millò Fine Artisan 
Boutique 

Friday, Saturday & Sunday, November 
20, 21 & 22 ð Christmas is arriving a bit 
early again at Graue Mill.  The Mill and 
the Graue House will be open for a 
special holiday shopping event the 
weekend before Thanksgiving.  Talented 
local artisans will be selling unique 
handmade gifts including jewelry, hand-
knitted and woven scarves and garments, 
pottery and pencil sketches and etchings. 
Specially selected ornaments, other great 
decorative items and stocking stuffers will 
be for sale in the Millôs gift shop.  
Strolling carolers, Christmas trees 
decorated by local schoolchildren and a 
visit from Santa will add to the holiday 

atmosphere.  Friday evening features a 
wine and cheese Benefit Night from 6:00 
to 9:00 PM   Admission is $8.00 per 
person.  Saturday and Sunday sale hours 
are 10AM to 4PM.  There is no admission 
charge on either day. 

The businesses at 3824 York Road, Alan 
Rocca Fine Jewelry, MB Financial Bank 
and Romanelli and Associates, along with 
Savway Fine Wines and Spirits will be 
joining us this year on Friday night and 
Saturday.  They have some special surprises 
planned.  Watch for the Santa Sleigh on 
Saturday from noon to 4:00 pm. 

Bring along your Christmas list, do some 
early Christmas shopping and support a 
local landmark! 

Foundation, Geneva Park District 

Scholarship Foundation, 

LivingWell Cancer Resource 

Center, Marklund, Paul Ruby 

Foundation for Parkinson's 

Research, Provena Geneva Care 

Center, Pumpkins for a Cure, 

Rotary Club of Geneva and Senior 

Services.   

The impetus for the Geneva Giving 

Trees came from Geneva History 

Center Board member Mary 

Bencini, who wanted to find a way 

to highlight the good work that 

local non-profits do in the 

community.  The response has been 

overwhelming.  Geneva History 

Center Executive Director Dave 

Oberg noted, "We gave away every 

tree we had and stil found more 

demand, so we have expanded to 

display trees in our lobby and both 

exhibition galleries.  I love the idea 

of calling attention to the efforts of 

The Geneva History Center has 

once again invited local nonprofit 

organizations to engage in an 

initiative called Geneva Giving 

Trees.  Seventeen local charities are 

currently decorating a Christmas 

tree of their choice, which will be 

unveiled to the public at the Geneva 

History Center, 113 S. Third St. on 

Friday, December 4 during the 

Christmas Walk.  All participating 

nonprofit organizations serve the 

Geneva area.  Each organization 

has decorated its tree in accordance 

with its mission and areas of 

service.  Participating organizations 

include:  American Cancer Society, 

Ecker Center for Mental Health, 

Elderday Center, Fox Valley 

Hospice, Fox Valley Troop 

Support, Geneva Academic 

Foundation, Geneva Concours 

d'Elegance NFP, Geneva Green 

Market, Geneva Library 

our local non-profits, many of 

whom have deep roots in our 

history." 

Beginning on December 4, the 

public will be invited to visit the 

Geneva History Center and vote for 

their favorite tree with their 

dollars.  The winning organization 

will be announced on Tuesday, 

December 29 at a special press 

conference at 4:00 p.m. at the 

Geneva History Center.  The 

winning organization will keep 

100% of the funds pledged to 

support their tree.  The remaining 

organizations will split their 

winnings with the Geneva History 

Center, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 

organization dedicated to 

preserving and sharing the past for 

a better understanding of the 

present and an improved future.  

Graue Mill Events 3800 S. York Rd. Oak Brook,  630 -655-2090  

Charity Comes First at Geneva History Center  
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